Denis/ From what he had told me of Mr. Hmchlifie,
who was not an old man and was perfectly healthy, I
hadn't much hopes of the miracle. But it did happen
after all, for Mr. HinchMe died rather suddenly, early
in September/'
'* I believe I remember reading about his death in
the papers/' Dr. Priestley remarked, M He died oi
tetanus, did he not?"
" Yes, that was it. There was a lot of fuss about tlu;
inquest, and Mr. Venner had to give evidence. He must
have been very fond of his uncle, or perhaps he wished
he had never said that about the miracle. For instead
of being relieved about being able to meet the bill, he
seemed to me to be more upset than ever* He got in such
a state that I begged him to see a doctor, and he pro-
mised me he would. Next day he told me that the doctor
had ordered him a tonic, but did not seem to think there
was much the matter with him.
" I think now that perhaps he was worried because he
was afraid he wouldn't actually get the money in time.
He told me that sometimes it takes a long time before
an estate can be wound up and everything settled. But
he did get it in plenty of time after all. Everything was
finally settled on the thirteenth of this month, and he
gave me a cheque that day for five thousand pounds to
pay into the bank. It was on his private account at the
London and Kensington, and I paid it into the business
account. And after that Mr. Venner seemed quite his
old self/'
" Js it not possible that, once Mr. Venner knew that
his worries were over, he decided to take a holiday? He
might have wanted to go right away, without telling any-
bqdy where he was going, in order to ensure a complete
rest/'
Miss Loveday shook her head, M I am sure that Mr.
Venner would have told me if he had been going to take